
BENCH POLICY: 

- YOUNG ADULTS AGED OVER 16 AND UNDER 18 

- CHILDREN AGED UNDER 16 

 

 
General policy points 

 

• Bench Theatre is a company run for and by adults.  Its productions and club nights are designed with an 

adult population in mind. 

 

• In order to be a member of Bench Theatre, an individual needs to be 16 years old or over. 

 

• 16 or 17 year old members are defined in Child Protection legislation as ‘children’. In order to be a 

member of Bench Theatre one of their Parents or a recognised guardian must sign the supplementary 

membership form to agree to the specific term and conditions.  

 

• Any members aged under 18 who are involved in, or present at, Bench Theatre productions and/or Club 

Nights must adhere to age specific legislation when involved in a Bench activity (for example, they are 

not allowed to buy alcohol).   

 

• Any members aged over 18 must not infringe the law relating to under 18s (for example, they must not 

buy alcohol for under 18s) 

 

Special policy points on children aged under 16 

 

• Exceptionally, under 16s may be cast for a specific Production if justified by artistic requirement, and 

only if: 

- a risk assessment has been undertaken by the Producer of the production; 

- terms and conditions of the arrangement have been agreed with Parents or recognised guardians; 

- current legislation for performers aged under 16 is met (such as appropriate dedicated chaperones, 

suitable changing arrangements, limits on number of performances); and 

- the Executive Committee has approved the arrangement.  

 

• Other than the exceptional arrangement described above, under 16s are not permitted to participate in 

Bench activities and may not attend Club Nights, Auditions, Rehearsals, Get-Ins, Get-outs, etc or have 

access to non-public areas during Performances etc. 

 

• In general the children of Bench members should not be present at Bench activities, except for brief 

periods when they are fully under the supervision of a Parent/guardian.  Bench Theatre reserves the 

right to exclude children from some or all of its activities. 

 



 

 

 

Supplementary membership form for young adults aged over 16 and under 18 

 

Name of new member: 

 

Date of birth: 

 

Terms and conditions:  

 

1. 16 or 17 year old members are defined in Child Protection legislation as ‘children’. Beyond the 

requirements of the law, Bench Theatre does not assume parental responsibility for members under the 

age of 18.  Members and their families should be aware that the Bench Theatre is an adult environment. 

16 or 17 year old members are expected to behave like adults and to assume adult levels of 

responsibility.  

 

2. Members under 18 must adhere to age specific legislation when involved in a Bench activity (for 

example, they will not be permitted to purchase or consume alcohol during any Bench activities). 

 

3. Bench Theatre activities may include: 

- performance or discussion of texts containing adult themes or imagery; 

- physical improvisation; 

- the sharing of mixed gender dressing rooms. 

 

4. Bench Theatre activities are regularly filmed or photographed for a range of publicity materials.  Images 

are held on the Bench web archive for perpetuity, and Members agree that their images may be used in 

this way.   

 

5. Members under the age of 18 will not be able to hold office in the Bench Executive Committee or 
Artistic Panel and their participation in certain activities may be limited. 

 

6. In rare instances, consent for emergency medical treatment may be required before Parents or 

guardians can be contacted. The Bench therefore requires parents or guardians to give their consent 

that, in the case of such an emergency, the Bench has parental permission to act on medical advice in 

the best interests of the member.   

 

7. Parents/guardians are responsible for ensuring that the Bench has been informed of any special needs.   

 

8. Members under the age of 18 must be prepared to consent to personal information being released to 

Parents or guardian in the event of medical emergencies and on medical advice. 

 

I have read, understood and accept the terms and conditions as stated.  

 

Name:     Signature: 

 

 

I am the Bench member’s [Relationship to member]: Parent /  guardian (delete as applicable) 

 

Date:                 Contact number: 


